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Eminent architect Benny Kuriakose has 
called for a greater use of timber in the 
construction of buildings so that the 
sustainability goals can be achieved and 
climate change catastrophe can be 
reversed. Delivering the 22nd tri-annual 
‘Beyond Square Feet’ lecture series orga-
nized by Asset Homes at Hotel Tribute 
Royale on the eve of the World Environment 
Day on June 5, Mr. Kuriakose said planting as 
many trees as possible and making use of 
them in the construction of buildings would 
be the ideal way to reverse climate change.  
“Trees are the best entities that absorb 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and emit 
oxygen, which are badly need, in return. 
Buildings made of wood are proven to last 
very long also and ten times more 
eco-friendly than platinum-rated buildings. 

There are many multi-storey buildings in the 
western world which use 80 to 85 per cent 
wood that last long”, said Mr. Kuriakose. In 
his welcome address, Sunil Kumar V, Found-
er and Managing Director of Asset Homes, 
said the world was observing the 50th anni-
versary of World Environment Day this year 
“with the United Nations reminding us once 
again that we have only one earth to live.” He 
added that “when di�erent parts of the 
world believed in exploiting natural resourc-
es, our forefathers taught us that man is part 
and parcel of nature. Asset Homes is com-
mitted to the idea of sustainable develop-
ment and practices it by all possible means.”. 
Asset Homes organizes the Beyond Square 
Feet Lecture on World Environment Day, 
World Water Day, and World Habitat Day 
every year. 

Architect for using wood in
buildings to prevent climate change
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The high cost of fuel is putting pressure on 
the construction industry according to 
Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari. Speaking 
at the annual session of Indian Construction 
Equipment Manufacturers’ Association 
(ICEMA), Gadkari said that fuel costs have 
risen to around 10% of the total construc-
tion costs which is a matter of concern. Gad-
kari urged construction equipment manu-
facturers to switch to cleaner fuels and 
reduce the pressure on contractors.

“The cost e�ectiveness in construction is 
very important. Presently the diesel which 
we are using is hazardous. The construction 
industry is facing crucial problems due to 
the price increase in crude oil,” he said.

According to Gadkari, the cost of diesel is 
very important to determine the cost of 
contract. “We are not only facing a pollution 
problem because of diesel, but there is also 
an economic viability problem because of 
the higher costs of diesel,” he said.

Sharing the math behind his concerns, Gad-
kari said that if the construction cost of a 

road contract is Rs 1000 crores, the fuel cost 
alone comes to Rs 80-100 crores.

Requesting the construction equipment 
manufacturers to make the switch from 
diesel, Gadkari said, “Instead of making 
diesel engines you can make petrol ones, 
and petrol you can switch to �ex-fuel 
engines (that can use biofuels such as etha-
nol).”

He said that electric, hydrogen, and biofuels 
are the fuels of the future.

Gadkari said that focus on research towards 
shifting the construction equipment indus-
try towards modern and cleaner fuels is 
needed.

“We should have an organisation similar to 
ARAI (Automotive Research Association of 
India) for the Indian construction equip-
ment manufacturers, focused on research 
and using new technologies. The institution 
can also give futuristic planning. The gov-
ernment will be supporting the formation of 
such an organisation,” he said.

High fuel cost is putting pressure 
on construction industry: Nitin Gadkari
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https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/indl-goods/svs/construction/high-fuel-cost-is-putting-pressure-on-construction-industry-nitin-gadkari/articleshow/92832805.cms



A major chunk of homebuyers pan-India are 
demanding 2 bedroom hall kitchen (BHK) 
units, closely followed by 3 BHKs, according 
to a recent report by Anarock Research.

As per Anarock’s Buyer Interest Pro�ling 
(BIP) report, the service-class buyers are 
driving the housing demand. Pan-India 
(includes Mumbai, Delhi NCR, Bengaluru, 
Chennai, Hyderabad, Kolkata, and Pune), the 
service class has been driving the housing 
demand, at 68%, followed by the busi-
ness-class buyers, at 18%, and professionals 
at 8%.

The report further states that the 
mid-to-high-end segment units are the 
most preferred, accounting for 79% of the 
total demand. Do note, mid to high-end 
segment units cost between Rs 40 lakh - Rs 

1.50 crore.
Among the seven cities, demand for units 
costing over Rs 5 crore was 1% while those 
below Rs 40 lakh were around 10%. Demand 
for mid-segment units costing between Rs 
40-80 lakh was the highest, at 42% while 
37% demanded units costing between Rs 80 
lakh-1.50 crore.

“Post the reforms and the pandemic the 
markets have transitioned to be driven by 
end-users as prices have remained 
range-bound for a considerable period and 
eliminated the investors and speculators to 
a great extent,” Anuj Puri, chairman of Anaro-
ck Group said.

90% of the Indian housing market is driven 
by the end-users, the report said.

https://www.pbctoday.co.uk/news/construction-technology-news/robots-facilitating-3d-mapping-construction-sites/108489/

Prepared by

Demand for 2 BHKs dominates 
real estate market pan-India: Report


